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ILRI Forage Factsheet 
 
Objective 
To provide high quality forage for livestock in the 
subhumid highlands 
 
Description 
• Vigorous deep rooted trailing perennial 
• Hairy and coarse plant with distinct silver 
stripes on leaves and purple flowers 
• Fast growing giving good ground cover in 4–
5 months 
• Shade tolerant 
• Tolerates poor drainage and flooding 
• Restores soil fertility and not well adapted to 
compacted soils 
• Good palatability 
• Use for biological insect control 
• Useful for grazing or cut and carry 
 
 
Limits of use 
• Not adapted to areas with frost 
• Not suited to very dry areas 
• Cannot withstand overgrazing 
 
 
Management 
Field preparation—well prepared and ploughed field 
 
Establishment—broadcast seed at 4 kg/ha at 1 cm 
depth and cover 
Innoculant—specific Rhizobia needed 
 
Fertilizer—apply 100 kg DAP per hectare or 2.5 t 
manure per hectare 
 
Weeding—slow early growth so weed once at the 
fourth week after establishment 
 
Harvesting—at flowering after about one year 
 
Performance  
Expect about 17 t/ha fresh forage, which can be wilted 
or used as cut and carry. Protein content of the forage 
is about 15%. 
 
This information leaflet on livestock feeds and feeding 
technologies for small-scale farmers is developed 
through collaboration between ILRI and its partners. 
 
For further information, contact     
Forage Diversity  
International Livestock Research Institute 
PO Box 5689, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Asebe Abdena 
Email: a.abdena@cgiar.org 
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